Order of Service

Sunday, 5 May 2021

Welcome
Call to Worship
From All that Dwell Below the Skies

(Isaac Watts, 1719, Public Domain)
From all that dwell below the skies,
Your lofty themes, ye mortals, bring,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
In songs of praise divinely sing;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung,
The great salvation loud proclaim,
Through every land, by every tongue.
And shout for joy the Saviour’s name.

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends Thy Word.
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise and set no more.

In every land begin the song;
To every land the strains belong;
In cheerful sounds all voices raise,
And fill the world with loudest praise.

Prayer
Bible reading

Galatians 1:1-2:2

1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the
Father, who raised him from the dead— 2and all the brothers who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for
our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to
whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and
are turning to a different gospel— 7not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we
have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one
you received, let him be accursed. 10For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or
am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11
For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's
gospel. 12For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. 13For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted
the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14And I was advancing in Judaism beyond
many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
fathers. 15But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,
16
was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did
not immediately consult with anyone; 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 18Then after three
years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him for fifteen days. 19But I saw
none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 20(In what I am writing to you,
before God, I do not lie!) 21Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22And I was still
unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23They only were hearing it said,
“He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24And they
glorified God because of me.
2 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with
me. 2I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who
seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was
not running or had not run in vain.

Prayer
Sermon: Galatians 1:1-5 – A Definitive Message
Psalm 119 (19):145-152
145 I call with all my heart; LORD, answer me,
And then all your decrees I will obey.
146 I cry aloud to you, LORD; save my life
And I will keep your statutes every day.

149 LORD, in your loving-kindness hear my voice,
And in your justice save and keep my life;
150 For those who disregard your holy law
Approach with schemes of wickedness and strife.

147 I rise before the dawn and cry for help,
For I have set my hope upon your word.
148 I stay awake throughout the hours of night,
Reflecting on your promises, O LORD.

151 Yet you are near to those who seek you, LORD;
All your commands are true and ever sure.
152 Yes, from your statutes long ago I learned
That you have made them always to endure.

Benediction
_________

Additional Bible texts

Acts 9:26-30
26

And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all
afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him and
brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who
spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28So he went
in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29And he spoke
and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30And when the brothers
learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

Acts 11:25-30
25

So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in
Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 27Now in these days prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that
there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29So
the disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in
Judea. 30And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Acts 12:25

And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service,
bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark.
25

Acts 15:1-2
1

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.

