Order of Service
Sunday Morning, 28 November 2021 – Rev Harrison Perkins

Prayer of Invocation & Adoration
Call to Worship
Song of Praise: How Firm a Foundation

(Attributed variously, 1787, Public Domain)
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall thy strength ever be.

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

Bible reading
John 9

9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no
one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6Having said these things, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
8
The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10So they said to him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among
them. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He
is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22(His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28
And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”

The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshipper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”
And they cast him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe”, and he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, “For judgement I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see’, your guilt remains.
30

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Psalm of Thanksgiving: Psalm 119(10):73-80 (Scottish Psalter; Tune: Warwick, 113)
73 Thou mad’st and fashion’dst me: thy laws
to know give wisdom, Lord.
74 So who thee fear shall joy to see
me trusting in thy word.

77 And let thy tender mercies come
to me, that I may live;
Because thy holy laws to me
sweet delectation give.

75 That very right thy judgments are
I know, and do confess;
And that thou hast afflicted me
in truth and faithfulness.

78 Lord, let the proud ashamèd be;
for they, without a cause,
With me perversely dealt: but I
will muse upon thy laws.

76 O let thy kindness merciful,
I pray thee, comfort me,
As to thy servant faithfully
was promisèd by thee.

79 Let such as fear thee, and have known
thy statutes, turn to me.
80 My heart let in thy laws be sound,
that shamed I never be.

Bible reading

Galatians 4:12-20

4 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong. 13You know it
was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14and though my condition was a trial to
you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15What then has become
of the blessing you felt? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your eyes and given them to
me. 16Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth? 17They make much of you, but for no good purpose.
They want to shut you out, that you may make much of them. 18It is always good to be made much of for a good
purpose, and not only when I am present with you, 19my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of
childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20I wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.

Sermon series: The Fellowship & the Faith: Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
Sermon: Doctrine Doesn’t Divide
Pastoral Prayer

Song of Response: Psalm 118:19-29 (Tune: Church Triumphant, 141)
19 Throw wide the gates of righteousness;
I’ll enter and give thanks to God.
20 This is the gate of God, through which
The righteous come before the LORD.

25 Save us, O LORD, we humbly pray;
O LORD, we pray, grant us success.
26 He’s blessed who comes in God’s great name;
You from the LORD’s house we will bless.

21 You answered me, I will give thanks;
Salvation comes from you alone.
22 The stone the builders had refused
Has now become the cornerstone.

27 The LORD is God, and he has made
His glorious light upon us fall.
Let us approach the altar’s horns,
And celebrate the festival.

23 The LORD himself has done all this;
It is a marvel in our sight.
24 This is the day the LORD has made;
In it let us take great delight!

28 You are my God, I’ll give you thanks;
You are my God, I’ll give you praise.
29 O thank the LORD, for he is good;
His steadfast love endures always.

Preface to the Lord’s Supper
Westminster Larger Catechism 174–175 (communal reading)

Q. 174. What is required of them that receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the time of the
administration of it?
A. It is required of them that receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, that, during the time of the
administration of it, with all holy reverence and attention they wait upon God in that ordinance, diligently observe
the sacramental elements and actions, heedfully discern the Lord's body, and affectionately meditate on his death
and sufferings, and thereby stir up themselves to a vigorous exercise of their graces; in judging themselves, and
sorrowing for sin; in earnest hungering and thirsting after Christ, feeding on him by faith, receiving of his
fullness, trusting in his merits, rejoicing in his love, giving thanks for his grace; in renewing of their covenant with
God, and love to all the saints.
Q. 175. What is the duty of Christians, after they have received the sacrament of the Lord's Supper?
A. The duty of Christians, after they have received the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is seriously to consider
how they have behaved themselves therein, and with what success; if they find quickening and comfort, to bless
God for it, beg the continuance of it, watch against relapses, fulfill their vows, and encourage themselves to a
frequent attendance on that ordinance: but if they find no present benefit, more exactly to review their
preparation to, and carriage at, the sacrament; in both which, if they can approve themselves to God and their
own consciences, they are to wait for the fruit of it in due time: but, if they see they have failed in either, they
are to be humbled, and to attend upon it afterwards with more care and diligence.

The Lord’s Supper
Song of Response: How Sweet and Awesome is the Place

(Isaac Watts, date unknown, Public Domain)
How sweet and awesome is the place
'Twas the same love that spread the feast
with Christ within the doors,
that sweetly drew us in;
while everlasting love displays
else we had still refused to taste,
the choicest of her stores.
and perished in our sin.

While all our hearts and all our songs
join to admire the feast,
each of us cries, with thankful tongue,
"Lord, why was I a guest?

Pity the nations, O our God,
constrain the earth to come;
send your victorious Word abroad,
and bring the strangers home.

"Why was I made to hear your voice,
and enter while there's room,
when thousands make a wretched choice,
and rather starve than come?"

We long to see your churches full,
that all the chosen race
may, with one voice and heart and soul,
sing your redeeming grace.

Benediction
Acts 14:24-28: 24Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25And when they had spoken the word in Perga,

they went down to Attalia, 26and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for
the work that they had fulfilled. 27And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God had
done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28And they remained no little time with the disciples.

